THE BRITISH EMPIRE

like it or not.    If they want war, then let them start it; we are not

afraid of it!

KAISER WILHEIM II.    Bibl. IX, IOIB,
pp. 279-80.

THE . . . intrigues which have kept Europe breathless will cease. . . .

Edward VII will be mourned most, apart from his own country, by

the French and the Jews.

KAISER WILHELM II (May 1910). Marginal
note on the Chancellor's message of con-
dolence (upon the death of King Edward
VII). Bibl. IX, IOIB, p. 405.

. . . France is and remains the hereditary enemy. England is and
remains our most tenacious, most shrewd and implacable adversary;
every German knows that to-day, and hence he also knows that, in
face of such neighbours, our political existence depends exclusively
upon our military strength, on our armaments.

HEINRICH CLASS.    191,1.    Bibl. V, 2OA, pp. 37 ff.

. . . Unfortunately, it does not seem possible that peace can be made
between the Germans and the English before one has killed the other.

ALBRECHT WIRTH.    1912.    Bibl. VIII, B. H2A,
pp. 48-9.

THE British Empire is like a pyramid balanced on its apex. Little
England serves as a base for a world empire ninety times as extensive,
while the population of the colonies is (roughly) nine times as numer-
ous as that of the British Isles. In the mother country enormous
wealth contrasts with terrible poverty. . . . The marrow of the
people has long since been sucked away, and it is impossible to draw
a serviceable army from the lower classes of society.

For that matter, it is probable that not only will the English army
be conquered in a war: the fleet also would suffer an irreparable dis-
aster. It is over a hundred years since the English have engaged in
a naval battle, for one cannot call the easy destruction of a few Chinese
ships outside Canton a naval battle. For victory, one needs above
all good soldiers, even more than good machines; but the English lack
good fighters.

ALBRECHT WIRTH.    BibL I, 2 (<r), pp. 47-8.
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